GERMANY AND THE FUTURE OF EUROPE

trality is the Erud&rschajt^ an association of former German
officers led by a former Nazi, Alfred Franke-Grieksch. At the
moment it appears to be looking for themes which will mobilize
German resentment and frustration. In contrast to the conserv-
ative Nadolny-Hermes circle, this group manifests obvious
Fascist tendencies. It is specifically antiparliamentarian and ap-
parently is seeking support among the politically explosive refu-
gee elements. It appears to have either a Nazi or a National
Bolshevik potential, depending on which ideology attains the
greater resonance and has the greater likelihood of gaining
power.

The views of all these groups may become more important to
the extent that the West fails to integrate Germany on terms
satisfactory to her and to the extent that the Soviet Union offers
tangible inducements. Such evidence as we have suggests that
the great majority of the German population desires unity, inde-
pendence, and the regaining of lost territories, but not at the
cost of Communist control.

III.  THE REVIVAL OF GERMAN NATIONALISM

The prospect of a powerful West German Communist move-
ment or of the emergence of a strong pro-Eastern orientation
among non-Communist elements appears to be remote at the
moment. Such political shifts could result only from a basic
change in the political bargaining pattern, with the Soviet
Union offering much either in effective threats or inducements,
and the West offering little. On the other hand, the prospect of a
further rise in German nationalism and irredentism which might
upset the unity of the West has been represented as a lively and
immediate danger. The calculations involved here are the fol-
lowing. The nationalism now increasingly manifested by the
German mass parties, and even more threateningly by the
newly formed right-wing authoritarian and Fascist movements,
will exacerbate the security anxieties of the other Continental
European countries and stand in the way of the achievement of
economic and political stability and military security contem-
plated in the Marshall Plan, the North Atlantic Pact, and sub-
sequent American foreign-policy initiatives.
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